WATER WORSHIP
The healing, cleansing qualities of the mysterious fluid, notably where impregnated with mineral substances, have given rise to a group of superstitions and customs whose vitality has been secured by common sympathy.   Hence the tender treatment of this old phase of nature-worship by the Church in discreetly adapting what it was difficult to  abolish,  substituting the  name  of Madonna or of saint for the pagan deity of the spring.   The barbaric lustrations reappear in the rite of baptism ;  the brush of the pagan temple sprinkles  the  faithful  with  holy water;    the leprous Naaman, repairing to  the Jordan, and the sick  waiting their turn on the margin of Bethesda, have their correspondences in more ancient   times   among   the   Babylonians,   who bathed in the Euphrates, beseeching the river to carry away their  disease; and,  in modern times, in the persistence of old customs in the children dipped in wells to be cured of rickets, and in the cripples who still flock to St. Winifred's Well, in Flintshire, to which every year adds its stock of crutches as votive offerings, as the rescued sailors hung their clothes as thank-offerings in the temples of the ancient sea-gods. In this old water-worship, the old and the new